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Abstract

With changing socioeconomic conditions and shifting trends in outdoor recreation, camping in Taiwan has
evolved from an educational activity into a popular leisure choice. From the 1950s to the 1980s, camping was
primarily promoted by schools and government agencies, focusing on scouting programs and educational training.
In the 1990s, as domestic tourism flourished, family camping gained popularity, leading to advancements in camping
equipment and site facilities. After 2015, the rise of social media fueled a nationwide camping boom, accelerating

the growth of glamping and themed campgrounds. However, the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 further drove
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domestic travel demand, prompting rapid expansion in the camping industry. As the pandemic subsided, shifting
market demands introduced new challenges. Despite its growth, Taiwan’s camping industry remains largely
unregulated, with campsite management frameworks still under development. Government agencies and private
organizations are actively working toward industry standardization and diversification through policy support,
regulatory frameworks, and campsite legalization initiatives. These efforts aim to enhance market stability and
strengthen international competitiveness. Internationally, Japan and South Korea have successfully promoted urban
camping and camper van culture through policy incentives, while the United States and Australia emphasize RV
camping and wilderness exploration—successful models that Taiwan can learn from. Looking ahead, the
development of Taiwan’s camping industry should focus on six key areas : (1) Legalization and regulation—
streamlining the campground approval process to ensure safety and quality standards; (2) Smart camping—
incorporating unmanned management and self-service reservations; (3) Themed and customized experiences—
developing campgrounds tailored for families, pet owners, and outdoor sports enthusiasts; (4) Sustainability—
promoting low-carbon camping, Leave No Trace principles, and eco-friendly infrastructure; (5) Industry
integration—connecting camping equipment manufacturers, food suppliers, and experiential tourism to enhance
economic value; and (6) Global positioning—Ileveraging international camping events and marketing efforts to
establish Taiwan as a premier camping destination in Asia. As Taiwan’s camping market undergoes a critical
transformation, strategic government policies, industry innovation, and global collaboration will be essential in
positioning camping as a major outdoor recreation option for both domestic and international travelers. These efforts

will further drive local economic growth and boost tourism development.
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