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Abstract

The idea of promoting 32 Taiwanese and Japanese stations with same names was originated
from the 2013 APEC Ministerial Meeting, thereby prompting Taiwan and Japan to reach an
agreement to mutually develop railway tourism and enhance the exchanges. This agreement also
encouraged Taiwan Railways Administration (TRA) Songshan Station and Matsuyama Station of
JR Shikoku Railway to form sistership. In 2014, “One-day Station Master” activity was organized
by the Taiwan Tourism Bureau of the Ministry of Transportation and Communication (MOTC) and
co-organized by the TRA to increase the international promotion and exchanges. In 2018, in order
to enhance the railway tourism exchanges through the young generation from Taiwan and Japan,
the Taiwan Tourism Bureau kicked off an activity named “Youth Travel Campaign™ by selecting
32 college students from both Taiwan and Japan and encourage them to explore the beauties of the
32 TRA stations that share names with Japanese stations. These students were requested to plan the
itineraries in accordance to Taiwan’s four regions, including north, south, east and west, in order to
highlight those stations which are less paid attention to and discover their hidden landscapes and
fruitful stories of humanity and history.

In line with the year of 2022 set as the Railway Tourism Year, the Taiwan Tourism Bureau
and JR Shikoku Railway signed the MoU, indicating an increase in railway tourism exchanges
between Taiwan and japan. In particular, the Third “Youth Travel Campaign” was implemented
in collaboration with JR Shikoku Railway to enhance the spirit of the 32 Taiwanese and Japanese
Stations with same names. The activity selected several college students from the Shikoku area and
invited them to Taiwan. These students were encouraged to plan itineraries in terms of five aspects,
including, food, accommodation, travel, shopping and transportation. This paper will discuss and
analyze the features and differences between “One-day Station Master Activity” and “Youth Travel
Campaign” and further make a comparison on the two campaigns of “Youth Travel” in an attempt to
conclude with a summary for future promotions and suggestions. This paper suggests that through
such a teenager participation to explore the diversity of Taiwan’s railway lifestyle and the culture of
railway tourism, the strategies for Taiwan’s railway tourism development may be better outlined.
The exploration for railway tourism and the activity of 32 Taiwanese and Japanese stations with
same name is surely beneficial to both public and private marketing campaigns. This paper addresses
the current “Youth Travel Campaign” implemented through stamp collection and itinerary plan by
teenagers may have improvements, which can serve as reference for future activities.
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